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The field of special education is filled with perplexing questions which have a major 

impact on how we and others view students within our educational institutions. For the purpose 

of our Peer-Based Learning Project, we focused on the question: “As an elementary teacher, how 

can I help eliminate negative attention towards my students who have disabilities, and turn it into 

positive social attention from their peers?” We focused on topics which included teacher’s 

attitude, student’s attitude towards their peers with disabilities, and the impact of activities which 

mix students with and without disabilities on the atmosphere of their education and their 

experience. 

 Recent studies have shown that there are educational providers that do have a slightly 

negative view on students with disabilities, in the expectations pertaining to achievement and 

behavior. The research shows that educators have more of an inclination to think that children 

with disabilities will perform worse than a student without a disability, and the same is shown for 

the child’s behavior. In studies of educator’s opinion, they automatically expect a child with a 

disability to behave worse than a student without one, no matter the situation. When asked why 

they felt this way, educators responded with the feeling of not having enough training, which can 

lead to stress and come off as having negative feeling and/or attitudes towards or pertaining to a 

child a disability. 

 Student/teacher relations are crucial to education, but sometimes what it is just as 

important, or more is the relationship between students and their peers. However, this can be 

difficult for students with disabilities because others tend to shy away from them due to feelings 

of paramount differences in their actions and general tendencies. A method that is typically used 

to try to figure out why students without a disability do have negative attitudes towards their 

peers with disabilities. An assessment can be given to see how disabilities are viewed along with 
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the view of students with a disability. When the thought process of students has been assessed, 

one frequently used method to try to break negative thoughts towards students with disabilities is 

to do activities in mixed groups of students with disabilities and students without a disability. For 

these barriers to be broken, collaboration has been found to be one of, in not the most, important 

methods. This includes collaborative problem-solving groups and collaborative learning groups, 

attempting to be all students together to attempt to break negative thoughts pertaining to 

disabilities.  

 The mixing of students can also have effect on the students with disabilities. The students 

are able to learn from their peers through seeing how their peers behave. Studies show students 

with disabilities can learn anger management skills and empathy, this is why educators should 

keep students without a disability in visibility and vice versa.  

 We focused on topics which included teacher’s attitude, student’s attitude towards their 

peers with disabilities, and the impact of activities which mix students with and without 

disabilities on the atmosphere of their education and their experience. We, as a group, were able 

to answer our question of fully and adequately: “As an elementary teacher, how can I help 

eliminate negative attention towards my students who have disabilities, and turn it into positive 

social attention from their peers?”.  

 The case study that we created was named John Doe. He is a second grader who has 

spina bifida. Until this point, he has not been accepted very well in school. His second grade 

teacher has now implemented a buddy system. This has helped reverse the negative social 

attention he has been getting. The buddy system has also created friendships among John and his 

classmates. John’s parents have also enrolled him in a special Olympics hockey league. Through 
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this as well John has gained positive social attention as the teacher has taken John’s classmates to 

some of his games.  
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Footnotes 

1Add footnotes, if any, on their own page following references. The body of a footnote, 

such as this example, uses the Normal text style. (Note: If you delete this sample footnote, don’t 

forget to delete its in-text reference as well. That’s at the end of the sample Heading 2 paragraph 

on the first page of body content in this template.) 
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Tables 

Table 1 

Table Title 

Column Head Column Head Column Head Column Head Column Head 

Row Head 123 123 123 123 

Row Head 456 456 456 456 

Row Head 789 789 789 789 

Row Head 123 123 123 123 

Row Head 456 456 456 456 

Row Head 789 789 789 789 

Note: Place all tables for your paper in a tables section, following references (and, if applicable, 

footnotes). Start a new page for each table, include a table number and table title for each, as 

shown on this page. All explanatory text appears in a table note that follows the table, such as 

this one. Use the Table/Figure style, available on the Home tab, in the Styles gallery, to get the 

spacing between table and note. Tables in APA format can use single or 1.5-line spacing. Include 

a heading for every row and column, even if the content seems obvious. A table style has been 

setup for this template that fits APA guidelines. To insert a table, on the Insert tab, click Table. 
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Figures 

 

Figure 1. Include all figures in their own section, following references (and footnotes and tables, 

if applicable). Include a numbered caption for each figure. Use the Table/Figure style for easy 

spacing between figure and caption. 

For more information about all elements of APA formatting, please consult the APA Style 

Manual, 6th Edition. 


